DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
reformed sects, such as the Quakers at their silence meetings. I have seen how a person comes into a simple room, first stands for a while, then sits down, his mind quite turned in upon itself. In absolute quiet all awaited the coming of the Spirit, until one stood up who felt the Spirit in him. I often visited the House of Prayer, but felt no pouring forth of the Spirit. A silent living together and communion with one another. A beautiful religious communion between men with scarcely any ritual, and almost without a word. I understand how it was that in the middle ages people required pictures and statues and a complicated ceremonial, because the masses of the faithful could neither read nor write. The Creed was expressed through the appeal to the senses. And theology was supported by art."
Since Masaryk has often referred to the religious forces inherent in the Czechs, I brought him to the question of the Bohemian Brotherhood, saying: "Chelinsky, whom you quote so often, was also the son of a peasant and he went back to the Christianity of primitive times; but, quite the opposite to what has happened in your case, he became a sort of communist."
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